Multiple sclerosis is the most common of the demyelinating diseases of the central nervous system and is characterized by its nonspecific clinical aspects which makes the diagnosis difficult. The magnetic resonance is a highly sensitive method for detection of typical lesions of multiple sclerosis, for this reason the aim of this study was to evaluate retrospectively the reports of brain magnetic resonance exams of patients attended at the resonance service of the Instituto de Neurologia de Goiânia, in order to determine the incidence of positive cases for multiple sclerosis, and trace the epidemiological and socioeconomic profile of these patients. From the data analyzed, it was found that the incidence of diagnosis of multiple sclerosis was quite relevant in our sample, because not long ago the disease was considered rare in Brazil. There was a predominance in females and caucasians and the mean age observed among the patients of the study was 35.2 years. The socioeconomic conditions of patients analyzed in general are good. It is hoped that this study could contribute to a better understanding of the epidemiological characteristics of brazilian patients with multiple sclerosis, and also mobilize entities able to offer free magnetic resonance exams for the entire population. Key words: Magnetic Resonance. Multiple Sclerosis. Epidemiological and social data.
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INTRODUCTION
Among the demyelinating diseases of the central nervous system (CNS), multiple sclerosis (MS) is notable for its diversity of clinical aspects, which makes its diagnosis a challenge for most neurologists (FARLOW; BONNIN, 1993) . Currently, MS is known as an autoimmune chronic inflammatory disease that causes destruction of the myelin sheath (MINGUETTI, 2001 , HUIJBREGTS et al. 2004 HUANG, 2006) .
Further of the non-specific clinical symptoms, another difficulty for the diagnosis of the disease is the absence of specific laboratory tests (PATY et al., 1988 (KESSELRING et al. 1990 ).
In addition to the differential diagnosis, MRI is used in the accompaniment of patients already diagnosed with MS, providing information about the spread or not of the lesions in time and space (BAKSHI et al., 2004) . This evolutionary control is important because indicates whether the treatment is effective in containing the natural evolution of the disease (CALABRESI, 2004) .
Thus, the aim of this study was to evaluate retrospectively the reports of brain MRI exams of patients with MS attended at the service of resonance of the Instituto de Neurologia de Goiânia, in order to determine the incidence of positive reports for MS and trace the epidemiological and socioeconomic profile of these patients.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The present study was approved by The data collected in this study were analyzed using numerical parameters, graphical representations, parametric and/or nonparametric tests.
RESULTS
Of the 1,236 reports of MRI exams analyzed, 1199 had to be excluded from the study because they did not meet the inclusion criteria. Thus, we used a sample containg a total of 37 reports of tests from patients with MS, verifying a more incidence of changed diagnoses with other diseases (63.3%) and normal (33.7%) when compared to the studied sample (3%) (Graphic 1). From the total 37 patients with multiple sclerosis, 27 of them are female and 10 are male (ratio 2.7:1). As for the ethnicity, only in 31 of the 37 analyzed reports this information was provided, with 26 caucasian patients (70%) and 5 black (14%) ( Table 1 ).
The average age of patients with demyelinating disease was 35.2 years. The minimum age observed among women was 14 years and the maximum 59, while in men the minimum was 18 and the maximum 63.
Both genders also have different averages, as shown in Table 2 .
In relation to the examination payment form, the data analyzed showed that seven (7) people have paid in cash or installment Other researchers have also affirmed that the disease is rare before the puberty and after 60 years old, and presents higher peak around 30 years old (CALLEGARO, 2005, p.13; HAUSSEN, 2005) . In our study, the mean age of patients was 35.2 years, but does not represent the average age of beginning of the disease. Although this value is in accordance with the literature, it could be even lower, as many patients of this study already had previous knowledge of the disease and they did MRI exams only for control.
Furthermore, the average age found by gender was 36.4 years for females and 33.9
for males, and the minimum age was found among women (14) and the maximum among men (63 
